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B A C K G R O U N D  

Ins i te Group,  Inc.  ( IGI)  was reta ined  to complete  
Phase I  and Phase I I  Envi ronmental  S i te Assessment s  
(ESAs) for  a 900-acre wooded parcel  in  southwestern  
Pennsylvania .    
 
F I N D I N G S  

During  the Phase I  ESA,  IGI  ident i f ied that  a  powder 

mi l l  had operated on the  property  pr ior  to 1946.   The 

remnants o f  more than 60 industr ia l  s t ruc tures and 

several  ra i l road l ines associated wi th the fo rmer  powder mi l l  were ident i f ied on the 

proper ty .   The fo rmer industr ia l  operat ions associated wi th the powder  mi l l  were 

deemed a recognized envi ronmental  condi t ion  (REC)  because opera t ions may have 

inc luded the  manufac ture of  products 

contain ing t r in i t roto luene (TNT) or  o ther 

potent ia l ly  hazardous mater ia ls .    

 

A Phase I I  ESA was completed to 

evaluate the REC.   His tor ical  records 

f rom a  var iety  of  sources were obta ined 

and evaluated in order to determine 

industr ia l  processes  and mater ia ls  used 

at  the  powder  mi l l ,  as wel l  as  the  locat ions on the  property  where the  var ious  

manufactur ing act iv i t ies  occurred.   Soi l ,  pond sediments and surface water  were 

analyzed fo r  TNT, and areas where  

fuel  s torage occurred were  

inspected fo r  ev idence o f   

gasol ine or  d iesel   

contaminat ion .    

Based on the  resul ts  of  

analy t ica l  tes t ing,    

the REC was reduced  

to a de minimis   

condi t ion,  and  

the property   

t ransact ion   

was completed  

successfu l ly .   
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