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B A C K G R O U N D  

Ins i te Group,  Inc.  ( IGI)  was reta ined  by a f inancia l  lending inst i tut ion  to complete  

Phase I  and Phase I I  Envi ronmental  Si te Assessment s (ESAs) for  an industr ia l  

fac i l i ty  in  northeastern  Ohio.   The project  was t r iggered by a new loan appl icat ion  

for  the  expansion  of  operat ions .    

 

F I N D I N G S  

IGI  ident i f ied three recognized envi ronmental  

condi t ions  (RECs) :  

  Oi l  was observed  in a  dra inage di tch a t  

the fac i l i ty  s torm sewer out fa l l .   

  Oi l  was in constant  contact  wi th the 

concrete f loor  around machinery ins ide 

the fac i l i ty .    

  The fac i l i ty  h is tor ical ly  operated as an 

a luminum product  manufactur ing  fac i l i ty  

and inc luded an anodiz ing l ine.   Chromic  ac id was  of ten used in  th is  

process,  and potent ia l  contaminat ion  of  the  groundwater supply  wi th 

hexavalent  chromium was a concern .  

 

IGI  implemented a Phase I I  ESA to invest iga te the  source of  o i l  in  the s torm sewer.   

Samples of  the l iquid  in the s torm sewer were col lected and submit ted fo r  

laboratory analys is  to determine the nature o f  the l iquid for  d isposal  purposes.   

The l iquid  was determined to be non -hazardous and met the requi rements for  

recyc l ing.   The s torm sewer was then c leaned to remove the ex is t ing  o i l ,  and a  

camera study  was performed to inspect  the  length o f  s to rm sewer  beneath the 

fac i l i ty .    Through the  camera study ,  i t  was determined that  the  ent ry  point  of  o i l  

in to the s torm sewer corre lated wi th the locat ion of  accumulated o i l  on the 

concrete f loor  in  the  product ion area.    

 

Ul t imately ,  the  cause of  the  envi ronmental  

condi t ion was  a lapse in best  management  

pract ices.   The company owner implemented 

sui table pract ices  that  ensured no fur ther  o i l  

accumulat ion on the  exposed concrete f loor .    

 

Also as part  of  the Phase I I  ESA, groundwater  

and storm sewer samples  were col lec ted and  

submit ted fo r  labora tory  analys is  of  hexavalent  

chromium and tota l  chromium to evaluate the  potent ia l  impacts to groundwater  

f rom the  h is to r ical  anod iz ing l ine.   No impacts were ident i f ied.  
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